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LGBTQ2+ students are one of the few minority groups who do not qualify 
for the majority of diversity scholarships. OUTLaw’s initiative to create a 
scholarship specifically for students who are involved with the LGBTQ2+ 
community, will be filling a void that exists within our current awards, 
and further promoting an environment that is supportive and inclusive 
of the LGBTQ2+ community. 
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OUTLaw and Friends 
Inclusivity Award 


OUTLaw Alberta is a student group within the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Law that was founded in 2008 to serve and 
aid LGBTQ2+ law students and their allies. The primary goal 
of OUTLaw is to promote a LGBTQ2+ positive atmosphere at 
the Faculty of Law. 
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Past President, OUTLaw 


Please contact our development office at 780.492.5573 
if you would like more information on how to support 
this important initiative. 


by visiting ualberta.ca/law/make-a-gift 


Gifts of any amount to this endowment are appreciated. 
A charitable receipt will be issued by the University of Alberta. 
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| UPFRONT 


elcome to the Winter 2020 
edition of “Without Prejudice,” 
our University of Alberta 


Faculty of Law alumni magazine. 


As we launch a new decade and 
anticipate this year’s imminent change 


of dean, in this issue we've decided to 
reflect on several notable turning points 
that have contributed to our law school’s 


sterling reputation. 


This summer, Professor Barbara 
Billingsley, an expert in Civil Litigation 


and Canadian Insurance Law and a 
full-time member of the Faculty since 
2001, will become the first woman to 
serve as Dean of Law [p. 6). This highly 
deserved, widely applauded appointment 
is a watershed event. It reminds us that 
for all the headway our profession helps 
establish in everyday life, there is always 
more progress to make, even in our 

own backyard. 


The “changing of the guard” that 
occurs on July 1 when Professor 
Billingsley becomes dean will also mark 
my 51st year on the faculty. This led to 
kind members of staff and colleagues 
engaging in some creative writing about 
my own career [p.18). 


As a counterpoint, we are also 
sharing some of my favourite “firsts” 
accomplished by alumni during our 
Faculty’s history, which | hope are never 
overlooked or lost to time (p. 14). 


Finally, on January 31 and February 1, 
Law Show mounts the boards at Myer 
Horowitz Theatre, in an expression of 
generosity and ingenuity that is now 
25 years young. Anecdotes shared by 
several Law Show alumni (p. 8) are 
an insightful reminder of the many 
critically important, non-academic 
lessons learned in law school, which our 
students and alumni take to heart daily. 


| sincerely hope that the milestones 
we mark in this issue inspire you and 
lay the foundation for your own such 
breakthroughs in the decade ahead. 


David R. Percy, QC 


Interim Dean of Law 
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BARBARA BILLINGSLEY NAMED UALBERTA’S 
FIRST FEMALE DEAN OF LAW 


Barbara Billingsley, a professor at the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Law since 2001, has been appointed 
its new dean. She is the first woman to hold the 
position. Billingsley, who is originally from Calgary, 
earned her BA, LLB and LLM at UAlberta Law. 


Before joining the Faculty, she practised Civil 
Litigation in Edmonton at Brownlee LLP and Sharek 
& Co. She is a member of both the Law Society 

of Alberta and the Law Society of the Northwest 
Territories. Previously, she served as the Faculty’s 
Associate Dean of Research and of Graduate Studies; 
as a board member of the Canadian Forum on Civil 
Justice; and as a board member, vice-chair and chair 
of the Advisory Board of the Centre for Constitutional 
Studies. Her five-year term takes effect July 1. 


SEPTEMBER 4 & OCTOBER 19° ps sss== DEC 3°09 


FACULTY HOSTS TWO JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT 


The Honourable Rosalie Silberman Abella, of the Supreme 
Court of Canada, delivered an Orientation Week welcome to 
incoming law students on September 4, and her colleague on 
the Court, the Honourable Sheilah Martin, '83 LLM, addressed 
the University of Alberta Faculty of Law community in October. 
Both justices also spoke to members of Edmonton's legal 
community during evening receptions. 


Justice Albella described her journey from post-Holocaust 
child refugee to first female Jewish judge of Canada’s top 
court and urged students to “never forget what the world 


C j) UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
looks like to those who are vulnerable. 
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In her addresses, Justice Martin stressed how vital the study , 
of law is in the current age of misinformation. The most 
important skills law students can learn is “how to engage 
in respectful debate with others when you disagree ... these 
skills are at the core of being contributing citizens in a vibrant 
democracy,” she said 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


POLITICAL JOURNALIST VASSY KAPELOS 
DELIVERS LEITCH LECTURES 


Vassy Kapelos, the host of CBC TV’s Power & Politics, will deliver 
the 2020 Merv Leitch QC Memorial Lecture in Edmonton on 


March 16 and Calgary on March 17. Kapelos is the former 
Ottawa bureau chief and host of The West Block on Global 

News, who previously covered provincial politics in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. She received an Edward R. Murrow Award for her 
work ona series that exposed the shortcomings of Edmonton's 
emergency response system and was part of a team that won 

an RTNDA Award for the documentary that looked at how young 
girls living in Canada are lured to Syria and Iraq to join ISIS. 
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DEBUT OF THE HONOURABLE 
MR. JUSTICE RUSSELL BROWN LAW LECTURE SERIES 


The first edition of a law lecture series created to honour Supreme Court 
of Canada Justice Russell Brown was held January 9. Justice James 
Edelman of the High Court of Australia delivered an address on “The 
Interpretation of Written Contracts,” with Justice Brown in attendance. 


Justice Edelman is internationally renowned for his legal intellect 

and scholarship, having been one of the youngest law professors ever 
appointed at Oxford, and also one of the youngest judges elevated to 
the High Court. The Honourable Mr. Justice Russell Brown Law Lecture 
Series was established with a pledge from Miller Thomson LLP to 
celebrate Justice Brown, a former member of the firm and a former 
faculty member of UAlberta Law, who was appointed to the Supreme 
Court in 2015. 


The day after the law lecture, Justices Edelman and Brown also 
participated in a public conversation about the similarities and 
differences between the High Court of Australia and the Supreme 
Court of Canada. 
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IS YEAR 


onths before Law Show hits 

Je in January, executive 

tor Emily Machura is up to 

oy era k in production prep. “Am | 
ever!” she laughs. 


Her role touches all of it, from 
supervising rehearsals to finalizing 
costumes, props, technical plans 
and promotional materials, and 
participating as a cast member. 


Every winter, University of Alberta 
Faculty of Law students manage 
to conjure a full-blown musical 
fundraising extravaganza completely 
from scratch—in their virtually 
nonexistent spare time. This year’s 
show, Shrek: Law & Ogre, marks 
the 25th anniversary of the 
cherished tradition. 
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Machura, ‘20 JD, volunteered for 
Law Show as a first-year student and 
has acted in the production every 
year since. Along the way, she also 
gravitated to the organizing team. It’s a 
huge commitment of time and energy, 
in the midst of an endlessly demanding 
professional program, but Machura 
wouldn't have it any other way. 


“Law Show's a really great chance 
to step outside of the rigours of the 
curriculum, and get to experience the 
school’s community in a totally different 
way,” says Machura. “It’s a chance to 
bond with your community, and to meet 
peers outside of your cohort. You start 
forming relationships. It’s really integral 
to the law school experience.” 


Calgary lawyer Grace Carswell, '18 
JD, worked on three Law Shows and 
believes the intensity of the project is 
a useful distraction for those entering 
the taxing profession of law. “You need 
to figure out things that you enjoy, and 
that help you shift your mind away from 
other stressors,” she says. “I don't 
think there are many better places to do 
that in a creative, energetic way—to try 
something new, to be with friends.” 


Those kinds of connections transcend 
anything possible in a classroom alone. 
“It's tremendously healthy, especially 
in such a stressful environment,” says 
Carswell. “Some of my best friends 
from law school were part of the Law 
Show community.” 


LAN SHOW FOUNDED BY WRITER BERING fT NETFLIX SERIES 


Law Show was created in 1996 by 
second-year law student and avid 
writer Steve Blackman, 97 LLB, who 
is now a renowned Hollywood writer 
and producer. 


“| arranged a meeting with then- 
Dean (Timothy) Christian, who as 
it turns out, liked to sing,” says 
Blackman. “I proposed a one-or-two 
night run of a law student cabaret 
to raise money for a charity and 
promised to let him perform. The 
rest is history.” 


A self-confessed control freak (“was 
then, am now”) Blackman wrote and 
directed the show. “But | did find 
wonderful support from other eager 
students like Jay Haugen, ‘98 LLB, 
and Koorosh Shahrokh, ‘98 LLB, 
who both had experience in music, 
in theatre, lighting, etc. They were 
my core team and | relied on them 
heavily.” 


In its first two years, Law Show's 
venue was the Timms Centre for the 
Arts, Haugen says, recalling that 
Blackman wanted it to be a classier 
production than “the Med shows, 
which were a series of skits about 
bodily functions.” But renting the 
venue stressed their budget, says 
Haugen, the production's stage 


manager. So at the first technical 
rehearsal, on a -30 C day, the theatre 
was frigid because the heat had not 
been turned on four hours prior. 


Although Blackman was called to the 
Alberta bar in 1998 and worked for two 
and a half years in Criminal, Personal 
and Divorce Law, his fascination with 
stage and screen took precedence. 
With fellow articling student Greg Ball, 
in 1999 he wrote, pitched and sold to 
CTV the premise for a drama series 
about junior lawyers [the duo developed 
the series treatment during early 
morning sessions at Uncle Albert's 
Pancake House on Edmonton's 124th 
Street). The Associates, at the time the 
most expensive series ever made in 
Canada, aired 30 episodes in 2001 
and 2002. 


Since then, Blackman has become a 
busy writer, showrunner and producer, 
now based in Los Angeles. His writing 
and producing credits include stints 
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with the series Bones, and Fargo. 

He was an executive producer and 
co-showrunner on Private Practice, 

and writer and executive producer on 
Altered Carbon. Currently, he’s the 
executive producer and showrunner 

of the hit Netflix series The Umbrella 
Academy, which has just wrapped 
production of Season Two, and is one of 
Netflix’s most successful shows, with 50 
million viewers worldwide. Blackman 

is also creating and producing new 
projects for the streaming service. 


Law Show started him on that 
successful trajectory, he says. 


“It reminded me that being a lawyer 
didn’t mean | had to shut out the other 
creative aspects of my life. In many 
ways, the Law Show inspired me to go 
to Hollywood and follow my dreams to 
produce, write and direct television.” 
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2020 
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2018 


2017 


2016 


2014 
2014 
2013 


2012 


201 


2010 


2003 


2008 
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Law & Ogre 
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The Peter 
Pan Story 


Monsters LLP 


Alice in 
Wonderlaw 


Ferris Buellaw's 
Day Off 


Harry Lawter 
Alawddin 


Charlie and the 
Law Factory 


The Wizard 
of Laws 


Draculaw 


Where in the 
Law is Carmen 
Sandiego? 


The Leaque at 
Extraordinary 
Lawyers 


It's a Wonderful 
Law 


Skit-based 
revues 
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Carswell also believes the Faculty 
of Law has a special gift for producing 
well-rounded leaders. “That shows in 
people's willingness to be involved in 
many different voluntary initiatives— 
such as Student Legal Services or Law 
Show. Students want to be involved. 
They want to collaborate.” 


With Law Show, the collaboration 
includes selecting one local charity and 


working with it over a three-year period, 


another tradition with teaching value, 
says Mark Woltersdorf, ‘02 LLB. 


In the early 2000s, Woltersdorf 
arrived at the U of Aas a 40-year-old 
first-year law student, wondering how 
well he'd fit in. “l didn’t want to try 
and behave like | was 24 years old,” he 
recalls. “But | certainly felt | should get 
engaged with the student body and Law 
Show seemed like a good way to get in 
and get to know people.” 


Woltersdorf fondly remembers the 
fun and camaraderie of Law Show, but 


the philanthropic partnership affected 
him at a deeper level. “We dealt with 
Kids Kottage—that was the charity we 
supported the three years that | was 
there. | became aware of the challenges 
that families and parents and children 
are facing. It opened my eyes, and 
they're still wide open 15 years later.” 


Now a partner at Dentons Edmonton, 
Woltersdorf still regularly contributes to 
Kids Kottage. “Giving back is something 
you can never learn to do early enough,” 
he says. “And it’s something you saw in 
full force (during) Law Show.” 


After producing the 2002 show, 
Woltersdorf reflected on the experience 
of delivering a $20,000 cheque to Kids 
Kottage in a Canons of Construction 
article that’s still online (see excerpt, 
at right). 


In it, he asks himself,’Was Law Show 
really worth all the hard work and 
stress?” His answer: “Are you kidding? 
| wish | could do it all over again.” 
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“THE TRUE MEANING 
DF LAW SHOW" 


CANONS OF GONSTRUCTION, 
SPRING-SUMMER 2002 


“It truly is amazing when | started 
to add it up: organizational meetings 
in March and April; writing, 
choreography and music selection 
throughout the summer; theatrical 
practices, soliciting donations, 
booking theatre space, negotiating 
contracts, etc., throughout the fall 
and winter. 


“The month before the show was 
feverish. Tempers were stretched 
thin as personalities clashed and, 
despite all of the hours we spent 
planning so that last-minute 
glitches wouldn't happen, they did. 
| don’t think that (director) Elizabeth 
Tatchyn slept for two nights before 
the show and | know | was wishing 
| had never heard of Law Show ... 


“Because of all the extra hours put 
in, I'm tired, behind at school and 
working overtime to catch up ... 


“| drove to Kids Kottage last Friday 
to deliver our cheque for $20,000. 
It’s not a lot, really, compared to the 
one million dollars that is required 
annually to operate the facility. 
Despite this, as | sat in the office 
at Kids Kottage with development 
officer Pam Miller, she made me 
feel like some kind of hero ... our 
contributions have been used to 
help children who need a safe place 
to be when families have problems.” 
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FIRSTS IN 
PRACTICE 


LILLIAN RUBY CLEMENTS, 
‘15 LLB 


Lillian Ruby Clements was the first 
woman admitted to the Alberta bar, 
in 1915. She was also the first woman 
to receive an LLB from the University 
of Alberta, under the old system 
in which a degree could be earned 
alongside a three-year article. The U 
of Aissued several degrees before the 
law school was actually established. 
After being admitted to the bar, 
Clements subsequently married 
businessman Chester Gainer and 
ceased practising law. 


GERTRUDE ELIZABETH BURY, 
24 LLB 


Gertrude Elizabeth Bury was the 
first woman to practise law in Alberta 
for any length of time, and in 1929 
became the first woman in the British 
Commonwealth to address the jury in 
a murder trial. 
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JUSTICE WILLIAM 
GEORGE MORROW, “39 LLB 


William George Morrow, later a 
judge of the Territorial Court of the 
Northwest Territories, was one of the 
first Canadians to champion the legal 
and cultural cause of the North's 
Indigenous Peoples. As a senior 
partner in an eminent Edmonton law 
firm in 1960, he went to the North to 
act as a volunteer defence counsel 
for $10 a day. At the height of his 
career, he travelled more than 50,000 
kilometres a year to set up makeshift 
courtrooms in remote communities. 


VIOLET KING, ‘53 LLB 


First black female lawyer in Canada, as 
well as the first black person to graduate 
law in Alberta and be admitted to the 
Alberta bar. 


JEAN MCBEAN, QC, ‘72 LLB 


Jean McBean’s legal firm, McBean 
Becker Cochard and Gordon, was the first 
all-female law firm in Edmonton. One of 
her early accomplishments as a lawyer 
was to protect women’s rights to property 
in divorce settlements. She established 
the first Legal Aid Alberta Family Law 
offices in Edmonton and Calgary and 
served as their first senior counsel. 


UAlberta.ca/law 


FIRSTS IN 
POLITICS 


BARRIE CHIVERS, QC, ‘68 LLB 


First University of Alberta Faculty 
of Law alumnus to be elected to 
the Legislature of Alberta as a New 
Democrat, where he served from 1990- 
1993. After politics, he resumed his 
legal career with the firm of Chivers 
Carpenter Lawyers. 


PETER LOUGHEED, ‘52 LLB 


First alumnus to serve as premier of 
Alberta (1971-1985). Led Alberta's first 
Progressive Conservative government 
and the party's first majority 
government in the province. 


VINCENT DANTZER, ‘55 LLB 


First alumnus to become mayor 
of Edmonton (1965-1968). 


LINDA DUNCAN, ‘73 LLB 


First alumna elected as a member 
of Parliament for the New 
Democratic Party. 


JACK HARRIS, QC, “79 LLB 


First alumnus to be elected as 
a member of Parliament from 
Newfoundland, who is still a current MP, 
representing St. John’s East. 
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FIRSTS IN 
JUDICIARY 


MARJORIE BOWKER, ‘39 LLB 


First alumna to be appointed a judge 
when she became a judge of the Family 
and Juvenile Courts of Alberta in 
1966. In 1972, she was instrumental in 
establishing a court-centred Marriage 
Conciliation Service, the first of its kind 
in Canada. 


RONALD MARTLAND, ‘28 LLB 


First alumnus appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada (1958-1992). 


BEVERLEY MCLACHLIN, ‘68 LLB * 


First alumna to become chief justice 
of Canada (2000-2017), and both 
first Albertan and first female to hold 
the position. 


ED WACHOWICH, ’54 BA (LAW) AND 
ALLAN WACHOWICH, ‘58 BA (LAW) 


First Canadian siblings to serve as 
heads of respective courts (Ed was chief 
judge of Edmonton’s Provincial Court, 
1971-1999, and Allan was chief justice 
of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta 
2001-2010.) 
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ELLEN PICARD, ‘67 LLB 


First female full-time member of the 
Faculty of Law and first female faculty 
member to be appointed a judge. 


CATHERINE FRASER, ‘70 LLB * 


First woman to be appointed chief 
justice of Alberta and chief justice of 
Northwest Territories in 1992. In 1999, 
she was appointed as the first chief 
justice of the Nunavut Court of Appeal. 


MARY MOREAU, ‘79 LLB * 


First female chief justice of the Court 
of Queen’s Bench of Alberta. 


* During the appointments of 
McLachlin, Fraser and Moreau, it was 
the first time in Canada that three 
women from the same law school 


simultaneously occupied the positions of 
Chief Justice of Canada, Chief Justice 

of Alberta and Chief Justice of the 
Alberta Court of Queen's bench. 
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FIRSTS IN 
SPORTS 


DANIELLE BOURGEOIS, ‘09 LLB 


First Pandas hockey player to be 
inducted in the University of Alberta 
Sports Wall of Fame for being the 
lynchpin in a dynasty team that won 
seven national university championships 
between 2000 and 2010. 


CLARENCE CAMPBELL, 
24 BA (LAW) 


First alumnus to become president 
of the National Hockey League. 


DAVE FENNEL, ‘79 LLB 


First alumnus to win the Schenley 
Award, as most valuable player in 
the Grey Cup. 


DARYL KATZ, ‘85 LLB 


First alumnus to appear on Forbes list 
of billionaires, and first alumnus to own 
a National Hockey League team. 


MIKE MCLEOD, ‘84 LLB 


First former UAlberta Law student to 
play in the NFL. Mike played with the 
Edmonton Eskimos while in law school, 
and then with the Green Bay Packers. 
He practised as an attorney in Montana 
from 1987-89. 


DAVE THOMLINSON, “04 LLB 


First [and only) alumnus to play shifts 
alongside Wayne Gretsky (while playing 
for the L.A. Kings in 1994-95). 
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During more than 50 years at the Faculty of Law, 
Interim Dean David R. Percy has repeatedly enhanced 
and advanced the legal profession 


BY: HELEN METELLA 
MAIN PHOTO BY: PHIL SCHOFIELD 
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on’'t expect David R. Percy, QC, 

to ever coast to a finish, not 

even as he completes his 51st 
year as a member of the University of 
Alberta’s Faculty of Law. 


Last July 1, when others with his 
remarkable length of service might 
see every exit as irresistible, he took 
on another demanding commitment 
in a career that has been packed with 
them — he became the Faculty of 
Law’s interim dean. The Hon. Russell 
Brown, a justice of the Supreme Court 
of Canada, and a faculty member of 


‘ 
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UAlberta Law from 2004 to°26 5 lhns 
it up perfectly when he describes Percy 
as “truly inexhaustible.” 


Percy previously served as dean of 
law from 2002 to 2009, so he certainly 


didn’t need to round out his experience. 


However, when the selection 
committee searching for a new dean 
requested some breathing space, 
Percy agreed to step in until the newly 
announced incoming dean — Professor 
Barbara Billingsley — takes over 

this July. 
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“It was arflitingeaventire the first 
time and | expected.no less again,” said 
Percy. 


His first era as dean covered a period 
when the Faculty both planned and 
executed numerous ambitious projects 
— the Law Centre was renovated, a joint 
degree program was established with 
the University of Colorado, and Law 
Campaign 2008 raised more than $20 
million during the Faculty’s centenary 
year, creating funding for new teaching 
positions and scholarships. 
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Percy is also the Borden Ladner 
Gervais Chair of Energy Law and Policy, 
a first-of-its-kind position in Canada. 


But long before any of those 
accomplishments, Percy’s career was 
characterized by a zest for shouldering 
sizeable tasks. 


WATER LAW PIONEER 


Hailing from South Shields, Tyneside, 
in the United Kingdom, a former coal 
mining and shipbuilding town with a 
local reputation as a seaside resort, 
Percy earned his law degree at Oxford. 


He followed that with an LLM from 
the University of Virginia, where alumni 


included Robert and Edward Kennedy, 
and Robert Mueller, and where he was 
taught Comparative Law by Antonin 
Scalia, a future judge of the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


“He was only 22 years old when he 
started teaching law, so he was younger 
than a lot of his students,” said former 
dean, Phil Bryden, in a university video 
made in 2013. 
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Added Percy in the same video, 
“for several years | had to keep my 
age a closely guarded secret. That's 
probably why | err on the side of 
formality in class.” 


His first class of students included 
now-former Ethics Commissioner, 
Justice Marguerite Trussler and now- 
Chief Justice Catherine Fraser, the 
latter “a formidable presence in that 
class,” remembered Percy. In the 
video, Fraser says: “He was obviously 
young ... he looked like a fair-haired 
Paul McCartney.” 


Shortly after arriving at UAlberta 
Law, at the suggestion of then-Dean 
Gerard La Forest (who went on to 
become a judge of the Supreme 
Court of Canada), Percy started 
teaching Water Law. At the time, it 
was an almost entirely unexplored 
field in Western Canada. Among his 
achievements in the area, he spent 
seven years on a committee that 
drafted Alberta’s Water Act, which 
came into force in 1999. It created a 
framework for balancing conservation 
and management of water with industry 
and government's need to achieve 
economic growth. 


In 2002, Percy drafted a similar 
framework for Namibia, when he 
helped develop its Aquaculture Act to 
encourage that country’s fish farming 
industry. Since 2000, he has worked 
on Water Law and aquaculture in six 
African countries, under the banner 
of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 


EXPERT WITNESS 


He was an expert witness ina 
hearing on Maori water rights before 
the Waitangi Tribunal in New Zealand, 
which Percy recalls as “one of the most 
exciting experiences of my professional 
life.” He has also worked on projects 
concerning the British Columbia Water 
Sustainability Act, and Water Law in 
Ontario and Quebec. 


Percy’s interest in Water Law soon 
broadened to include the larger field 
of Natural Resources Law and, in 
particular, Oil and Gas Law. In those 
fields, he was an expert witness before 
what was then the Alberta Energy 
and Utilities Board, in the coalbed 
methane hearings. For 30 years, he has 
been actively involved in teaching and 
research activities for the Canadian 
Energy Law Foundation. 


Additionally, Percy is an authority 
on Contracts and Construction Law. 
He is co-editor of Contracts: Cases and 
Commentaries, 10th edition (Thomson 
Reuters], a widely used text in law 
schools nationally, and he wrote The 
Framework of Water Rights Legislation 
in Canada (1989), as well as books on 
wetlands and groundwater. 


For his outstanding distinction 
in scholarly research, teaching and 
service, in 2013 Percy was awarded 
the University Cup, the highest honour 
that UAlberta can bestow on an 
academic — becoming the Faculty 
of Law’s first recipient. 


He has received numerous other 
awards for his eminence as a law 
professor, including the W.P.M. Kennedy 
Award for outstanding merit as a law 
teacher in Canada, and the university's 
Rutherford Award for excellence in 
undergraduate teaching, and the 
Faculty’s Tevie H. Miller Teaching 
Excellence Award. 


Says Mary Moreau, Chief Justice of 
the Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta, 
who met Percy as a first-year law 
student in the late 1970s: “He is a man 
of great integrity and modest character, 
rigorous in his approach to the law and 
affable and engaging with his students.” 


BEHIND-THE-SCENES 
WITH THOSE WHO KNOW HIM WELL 


“During his 51-year career with the 
Faculty of Law, David Percy set the 
gold standard of excellence in all his 
roles — accomplished academic, 
gifted teacher, renowned water rights 
expert, talented administrator and 
devoted dean.” 


The Hon. Catherine Fraser 
Chief Justice of Alberta 


“After 51 years in Alberta, David 
Percy remains truly inexhaustible. 
Inexhaustible in his enthusiasm for 
teaching the law. Inexhaustible in his 
identification and promotion of gifted 
students — including diamonds 

in the rough — for scholarships, 
clerkships, graduate school or 
articling positions. Inexhaustible in 
his mentorship to countless lawyers 
who today occupy halls of influence 
around the world. And inexhaustible 
in his devotion to the law school to 
which so many of us owe so much.” 


The Hon. Russell Brown 


Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada 


“David and | taught Contracts together 
for my 13 years at the law school. 
Not a year went by in which David did 
not accuse me of getting my marks 
in late ... [yet] it was a pleasure to 
work with David. He always had the 
best interests of the school at the 
centre of his decision-making, but 
his first concern was always our 
students. Fifty-one years, always 
willing to serve — a remarkable 
accomplishment, David." 


Anne McLellan, P.C., O.C., A.O.E. 


Former Deputy Prime Minister of Canada 
Senior Advisor, Bennett Jones 
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“When | started Law School in 
1979, | was a mature student going 
into a very different demanding 
environment. David Percy was my 
first year Contracts professor, and he 
eased my transition into law school 
with his understandable jargon-free 
approach to case law and, most of all, 
his friendly cheerful demeanour. That 
was the beginning of what became a 
lifelong association and friendship.” 


Leonard S. Tony Mandamin 


Jurist in Residence 
Faculty of Law/Faculty of Native Studies 


“Like two generations of Edmonton 
lawyers and judges, | met David Percy 
as a first-year law student (Class of '79] 
at the U of Awhere he was teaching 
Contract Law, having taught Contract 
Law to my husband Peter Royal five 
years before (Class of '74). David must 
have set the record as the youngest 
professor of law at the U of A, as he 
could have easily been mistaken for a 
law student in those years. He has not 
changed in the 43 years | have known 
him, first as a professor, then as dean 
of law, lawyer and consultant and, most 
recently, as interim dean. He is a man 
of great integrity and modest character, 
rigorous in his approach to the law and 
affable and engaging with his students. 
Through all the years of his association 
with the U of A law school, he has 
looked for occasions to introduce and 
integrate law students into the legal 
community. | have no doubt that the 
next chapter of an impressive academic 
and legal career is just beginning.” 


The Hon. Mary Moreau 


Chief Justice of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench of Alberta 
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| STUDENTS 


LIFE EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS 


From first year to graduate studies, UAlberta Law 
students bring deep insights from previous lives 
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WELL-KNOWN ECONOMIST 
AND BUSINESS PROFESSOR 
ENROLLED IN GRADUATE 
STUDIES AT UALBERTA LAW 


Andrew Leach studying for master’s degree 
in Constitutional Law and climate change 


rominent economist Andrew 
Leach, who has a tenured 
position as associate professor 


in the Alberta School of Business at the 
University of Alberta, is now pursuing a 


graduate degree in law at UAlberta Law. 


Leach is using his sabbatical year to 
earn a master’s degree, with a focus on 
Constitutional Law and climate change. 
His thesis work will be supervised by 
the Faculty’s Vice-Dean Eric Adams, 
who publishes on all aspects of 
Canadian Constitutional Law, theory 
and history. 


“I've always been interested in law 
but this part of the adventure began 
when the legal discussions around 
the TransMountain pipeline became 
heated,” said Leach. “| started to pay 
more attention to the Constitutional 
questions around it.” 


Leach says that when economists 
discuss the energy sector, they usually 
look at different types of policies that 
could be implemented, how to design 
them, how they work now or could work 
differently, and which are better or 
worse than another. 


“But there’s very little examination 
of how those tools would fit into the 
constraints or limits on federal or 
provincial powers imposed by the 
Constitution.” 


The pitfalls of that are evident in 
the widespread frustration with the 
pipeline process and its many delays, 
he says. Additionally, Leach says he’s 
seen politicians and industry members 
misrepresenting why the delays have 


— Andrew Leach, '20 LLM 


happened, and what it is about the 
Constitution that makes some of these 
projects so complicated. 


“Even if we don’t agree on what 
should happen, we should agree on 
what has happened in the past, and 
what can or cannot happen, given the 
divisions of power and government 
responsibilities,” he said. 


IMMINENT CHALLENGE 


In 2015, Leach was chair of Alberta’s 
Climate Leadership Panel, which made 
recommendations to the province's 
previous government under Rachel 
Notley on policies concerning carbon 
pricing, coal-fuelled power, energy 
efficiency and renewable power. 


The spine of the panel's report was 
a recommendation to put a price on 
carbon emissions in order to prompt 
changes in behavior that would reduce 
emissions. While Notley’s government 
did that by introducing a carbon tax, 
the current Alberta government has 
removed the tax. Now, the matter has 
become a Constitutional argument, and 
one that will potentially provide Leach’s 
master’s research with a great deal of 
new material to work with. 
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In early 2020, the Supreme Court 
of Canada will hear appeals from 
the governments of Ontario and 
Saskatchewan on the Canadian 
government's Greenhouse Gas 
Pollution Pricing Act. The two provinces 
are contesting appeal court reference 
decisions in each of their provinces 
from early 2019 that ruled the federal 
government does have a jurisdictional 
right to impose a carbon tax 
on provinces. 


“We don’t have a lot of examples 
of that in environmental legislation, 
in which the federal government is 
bringing provincial governments to 
a minimum standard,” said Leach. 
He adds that without a firm grasp 
of the federal powers to regulate 
environmental issues, economists 
such as him may miss some crucial 
pieces of the equation when offering 
advice to governments. 


With his master’s research to aid him, 
Leach hopes that in the future, even 
if he is not leading the Constitutional 
discussion ona panel, “I might at least 
know the right questions to ask.” 
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EIGHTEEN YEARS OF 
MILITARY SERVICE CREATE 
A FIRM FOUNDATION 

FOR LAW SCHOOL 


Liz England's strengths In analysis, communication 
and goal completion transfer smoothly 


or 1L Liz England, the road to 
HK law school took her first through 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Afghanistan and Ukraine. 


Before law school, England had 
achieved the rank of major in the 
Canadian Armed Forces, followed by 
a brief stint in a related career, working 
as an Operations Centre officer with 
the Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE). Skills 
from her first career are helpful for 
law, she says. 


“The military taught me that a good 
leader doesn’t know everything but 
is curious to learn what might affect 
their plans. | learned to keep my mind 
open to different ideas, opinions and 
approaches.” 


As a Liaison and Observation Team 
commander in Bosnia during 2004, 
England monitored the implementation 
of the Dayton Accords [the General 
Framework Agreement for Peace in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina]. She spoke to 
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both government and village leaders, 
observing and reporting on issues of 
peace and security. 


TANK COMMANDER 


In Afghanistan, she worked for the 
Provincial Reconstruction Team as a 
duty officer responsible for situational 
awareness. In Canada, she was a 
liaison officer between the military and 
the RCMP during the Vancouver 2010 
Winter Olympics, and in 2011 she led 15 
soldiers and four tanks as tank troop 
leader with Lord Strathcona’s Horse 
(Royal Canadians) at CFB Edmonton. 


Working inside a tank while 
commanding it and three others 
taught her "multitasking, prioritizing 
and communicating effectively under 
challenging conditions.” 


England has been passionate about 
justice since a Grade 11 social studies 
teacher screened a documentary 
about the 1995 Srebenicia genocide 
in the former Yugoslavia. “I wanted to 
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understand the nature of conflict and 
figure out why this could happen and 
how to solve it.” 


In the military she occasionally 
encountered legal issues. They 
included Administrative Law matters 
while working in the military human 
resources branch at 3rd Canadian 
Division in Edmonton; setting up 
boards of inquiry and summary 
investigations; and dealing with 
grievances and Reserve Force 
compensation issues. 


“TI wanted to 
understand the 
nature of conflict.” 
— Liz England, '22 LLB 


After completing a master’s, England 
retired from the military to go to Kyiv 
with the OSCE, a regional security 
organization that promotes stability, 
peace and democracy in Europe. 

The OSCE had 10 teams deployed 
across Ukraine, including in the 
non-government-controlled areas of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, and it was her 
responsibility to know what each was 
trying to do, while being prepared to 
co-ordinate head office support if there 
was an emergency. 


UKRAINE MISSION 


In a separate part of the job, she 
brought together representatives from 
across the head office and the OSCE’s 
Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine 
to conduct operational-level planning 
and contingency planning. That 
included leading a planning session 
to develop the Mission’s approach in 
response to increasing tensions in 
the Azov Sea, months before the 2018 
Kerch Strait incident (when the Russian 
coast guard red upon and captured 
three Ukrainian Navy vessels). 


“When you see the effects of a 
failed or failing state and how people’s 
frustration contributes to its failure, 
you come to realize how fragile our 
own democratic institutions really are. 
| hope my upcoming career in law helps 
give people reason to put their faith in 
these institutions.” 


NEW COURSE TEACHES 
UALBERTA LAW STUDENTS 
HOW TO AUTOMATE 
ROUTINE LEGAL SERVICES 


Coding the Law introduces skills needed 
for future direction of legal practice 


UAlberta Law students are learning 

a technology that helps make many 
routine legal services less expensive 
and more accessible — and they're 
doing so without expensive commercial 
software products. 


I a class introduced in September, 


Sessional instructor Jason Morris, 
‘19 LLM, developed Coding the Law, a 
course in the basics of automated legal 
reasoning in online services, around 
Docassemble, a free, open-source 
software that is able to predict the 
outcome of certain legal matters. He 
adapted it for his purpose during 2018- 
2019, when he was an American Bar 
Association Centre of Innovation Fellow. 


Morris's LLM is in Computational 
Law. The field includes artificial 
intelligence technologies used to 
automate the analysis of facts and rules 
in contract, law or regulation to provide 
automated legal services. 


Traditionally, automated legal 
services have been provided with the 
attention of a lawyer or not at all. 

Since the 1980s, technology has existed 
to automate the parts of those services 
that require only applying clear rules 
to known facts, but it has been seldom 
used. Only recently have software tools 
improved to the point where lawyers 
can do the automation without the help 
of programmers. Some law schools 

in the U.S. and Canada now offer 
courses in how to work with such 
software but that software is very 
expensive, says Morris. 


“Up to the mid-five figures. That's 
out of reach of the average lawyer and 


— Jason Morris, '19 LLM 


completely out of reach for most legal 
aid or non-profit organizations.” 


By using Docassemble, law students 
learn the core technology behind 
automated legal reasoning and become 
an asset to a potential employer without 
that employer having to pay for the 
software, says Morris. 


“The technology is changing faster 
than it’s possible to accommodate in 
three years of law school. What you 
need as a practising lawyer of the future 
is not a specific set of skills but the 
ability to acquire new ones.” 


After Morris's class learned how to 
use Docassemble, it built a simple web- 
based access-to-justice tool — a web 
application that will interview Edmonton 
Community Legal Centre clients and 
then use the answers to provide useful 
legal information and to automatically 
fill-in legal forms. 
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The prototype has been entered in 
April's Iron Tech Lawyer Invitational, 
a U.S.-based competition for student- 
created tech solutions that help bridge 
the justice gap. Run by Georgetown 
Law's Institute for Technology and 
Law Policy and its Justice Lab, the 
competition is at the leading edge of 
what Morris believes is an important 
alternative to the traditional inter- 
school competitions in negotiation 
and mooting. 


“I think if people had the same kind 
of pride in the students representing 
them in coding contests, that would 
open people's eyes to the fact that 
what a lawyer does is more than oral 
representation in court. There’s a wide 
variety of skills you can use anda 
wide variety of roles. It’s not all about 
appellate litigation.” 
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| FACULTY 


STACKS OF 
STATURE 


Books, research and major awards underscore 
our faculty's international acclaim 
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TIMOTHY CAULFIELD 
WRITES NEW BOOK ON 
RESISTING JUNK SCIENCE 


‘Advocate for evidence-based health policy’ recently 
received honorary doctorate for his work 


rofessor Timothy Caulfield, 
Pree internationally for 

publicizing what's false about 
scores of popular but unproven health 


practices, publishes his third book on 
the subject in April. 


Relax, Dammit!, (Penguin Random 
House} is billed as “an entertaining 
and practical guide to getting through 
the day with less stress and better 
health.” It stemmed, says Caulfield, 
from his observation of how much 
misinformation engulfs people daily. 


“There is so much noise in popular 
culture right now, particularly in the 
realm of health,” says Caulfield. “This 
is the age of misinformation. It is no 
wonder people feel stressed and are 
unsure about what they can do to live 
a healthy lifestyle.” 


This stress can lead us to make poor 
decisions about everything from the 
food we eat, to which drugs physicians 
prescribe and even to how judges 
handle the sentencing of prisoners, 
says Caulfield. 
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“Indeed, decision fatigue can 
impact important decisions. It makes 
a difference what time of day a judge 
hears a case.” 


The book takes readers through 
a regular day and reveals that the many 
decisions we routinely make (believing 
them to be healthier or safer choices), 
are simply not borne out by good 
science. 


He is also the author of two national 
bestsellers, The Cure for Everything: 
Untangling the Twisted Messages about 
Health, Fitness and Happiness (Penguin 
2012) and Is Gwyneth Paltrow Wrong 
About Everything ?: When Celebrity 
Culture and Science Clash (Penguin 
2015). 


“The good news is | think people 
are taking this topic of health 


‘This is the age of misinformation. 


It is no wonder people are stressed.” 


— Professor Timothy Caulfield 


For his dedication to righting the 
record as a health policy expert, last fall 
Caulfield received an honorary science 
degree for his work from Simon Fraser 
University. 


The doctorate of science is the first 
honorary degree for Caulfield, who is 
the Canada Research Chair in Health 
Law and Policy and the research 
director of the Health Law Institute. 
While bestowing the award, the 
Vancouver university named him “one 
of Canada’s best-known intellectuals 
and a passionate advocate for evidence- 
based health policy.” 


He has explained the facts opposing 
junk science in hundreds of easy-to- 
understand contributions to the popular 
press. He presents similar arguments 
in an entertaining fashion as the host 
and co-producer of the award winning 
Netflix documentary series, A User's 
Guide to Cheating Death, which debunks 
thinly supported health claims. 
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misinformation much more seriously 
now,” he says. “The bad news is there’s 
just so much of it.” 


“It’s increasingly difficult to tease out 
what's real science and what's not. The 
World Health Organization recently said 
that the spread of health misinformation 
is one of the greatest threats to people’s 
health in the areas of vaccines.” 


Caulfield’s current research concerns 
the fascinating new discoveries about the 
gut microbiome and how they are being 
exploited to sell unproven therapies, 
and continuing work on the science of 
precision medicine. 
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
CAMERON JEFFERIES 
EARNS MARTHA COOK 
PIPER RESEARCH PRIZE 


Law scholar’s award is third for UAlberta Law 


ssociate Professor Cameron 
Jefferies is a 2019 recipient of 
the Martha Cook Piper Research 


Prize, the third UAlberta Law professor 
to receive the distinguished honour. 


The annual award from the University 
of Alberta recognizes two faculty 
members in the early stages of their 
careers who enjoy a reputation for 
original research and show outstanding 
promise as researchers. 


Jefferies’ research is focused in the 


areas of Environmental Law, Natural 
Resource Law, Ocean Law and Energy 


Law/climate change and primarily on the 


operationalization of sustainability. 


He teaches in the areas of international 


and domestic Environmental Law, 
International Law, Oil and Gas Law, and 
Oceans Law and is also keenly interested 
in Public Interest Law and advocacy. 


He has accomplished several 
significant research milestones early 
in his career. A revised version of his 
SJD dissertation was published by 
Oxford University Press in August 2016, 
as Marine Mammal Conservation and 
the Law of the Sea. He co-authored the 
sixth edition of Tort Law (2017, Thomson 
Reuters) with Lewis Klar. The text is 
a staple for students, academics, and 
judges across Canada. Additionally, 
he co-edited a book titled Global 
Environmental Change and Innovation 
in International Law (2018, Cambridge 
University Press]. Jefferies has also 
published numerous well-received 
journal articles and book chapters, and 
has presented his research nationally 
and internationally. 


“We are living through a period of 
rapid environmental change and | feel 
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“We are living through a period of 
rapid environmental change and 
I feel compelled to explore the 
ways law and policy can be used 
to improve our relationship with 
the natural world.” 


— Associate Professor Cameron Jefferies 


compelled to explore the ways law 

and policy can be used to improve our 
relationship with the natural world,” says 
Jefferies. “It is an incredible honour to 
be recognized by the U of Acommunity in 
this way.” 


The Faculty of Law's two previous 
winners of the Martha Cook Piper 
Research Prize are Joanna Harrington 
(2007) and Timothy Caulfield (2000). 


The prize is named for Dr. Martha Cook 
Piper's significant contribution to the 
research community while she was vice- 
president (research) and vice-president 
(research and external affairs) at the 
University of Alberta in the 1990s. 


Earlier in 2019, Jefferies was also 
honoured for his teaching in the Faculty 
of Law as one of two 2019 winners of 
the Hon. Tevie H. Miller Teaching 
Excellence Award. 
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JOANNA HARRINGTON 
WINS NATIONAL AWARD 
FOR PUBLICATION ON 
UN SECURITY COUNCIL 


Paper tackles reform of the Council's 


working methods 


rofessor Joanna Harrington 
has won a national award for a 
scholarly paper about reforming 


the way the UN Security Council makes 
decisions. 


The first Scholarly Paper Award 
from the Canadian Council on 
International Law celebrates her paper, 
“The Working Methods of the United 
Nations Security Council: Maintaining 
the Implementation of Change.” 


Drawing on archival records and 
diplomatic papers, Harrington's paper 
examines the working methods of the 
United Nations Security Council, the 
world’s most powerful intergovernmental 
body. 


Harrington advocates incorporating 
global Administrative Law principles 
of transparency, consultation and 
engagement, and executive accountability 
into the practices of a highly political 
institution. She also argues for the 
principle of conflict prevention to serve 
as an additional guidepost, given 
the Council's role in maintaining 
international peace and security. 


The selection committee called 
the paper an ideal recipient of this 
new award because “it constituted 
a systematic and careful scholarly 
inquiry into a doctrinal area, relying on 
primary research to offer new insights 
into the conduct of an international 
organization.” 


Says Harrington: “While the 
Security Council attracts a lot of 
legal analysis on the substance 
of its decisions, there was Little 
written on how its procedures 


have evolved to become more 
transparent and consultative vis-a-vis 
both non-governmental actors and the 
wider UN membership.” 


Having served as a lawyer-diplomat for 
Canada at the United Nations, Harrington 
was familiar with some of the sources for 
finding the material she drew upon for 
her research. 


Her research also touched upon the 
use of codes of conduct to limit 
the exercise of the veto 
when there are credible 
allegations of acts 
of genocide and 
crimes against 
humanity. And it 
covered the need 


to improve the selection process for the 
UN Secretary-General, with the past 
“She for SG” campaign having focused 
attention on the fact that no woman has 
ever served in the most senior UN post. 


Harrington's article was published 
in the /nternational & Comparative Law 
Quarterly, a leading International law 
journal, and has already attracted citation 
in a leading textbook on International 
Institutional Law. 
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NEW BOOKS 


Joanna Harrington 


Professor Joanna Harrington, 

an authority on international and 
constitutional law, recently published 
a new title for the legal encyclopedia, 
Halsbury’s Laws of Canada, the 
leading legal reference work on 
current laws in Canada. Harrington’s 
title, Public International Law: Reissue 
2019, focuses on the relevance and 
application of the rules and principles 
of international law within Canadian 
law. Her previous titles in this field 
were published in Halsbury’s in 2010 
and 2014. 


Mitchell McInnes 


Professor Mitchell McInnes, who 
researches in the areas of Unjust 
Enrichment, Tort Law, Contract Law 
and Trusts, has co-edited two new 
editions of Canadian law reference 
books. Oosterhoff on Trusts, 9th 
edition (Carswell 2019) provides a 
clear structure for understanding 
the basic law of trusts. Cases and 
Materials on the Law of Torts 10th 
edition (Carswell) is a highly regarded 
casebook that provides a detailed 
examination of every major area of 
Canadian Tort Law. 


George Pavlich 


Professor George Pavlich, the 
Canada Research Chair in Social 
Theory, Culture and Law, has co- 
edited a significant new book on 
criminal justice. Entryways to Criminal 
Justice: Accusation and Criminalization 
in Canada (University of Alberta 
Press) is a wide-reaching volume 
that asks how and why people come 
to be categorized as criminals. It 
analyzes how societies decide whom 
to criminalize and what it means 

to accuse someone of being an 


offender. Its chapters, written by 
leading Canadian scholars, explore 
the processes that place people in 
contact with the law by viewing them 
through social, historical, cultural 
and political perspectives. 
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FACULTY 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Catherine Bell 


A unique law school course co- 
created by Professor Catherine Bell, in 
partnership with Edmonton Community 
Legal Centre and Legal Aid Alberta, 
celebrated its 10-year anniversary in 
October. The Low Income Individuals 
and the Law course not only gives law 
students hands-on practice helping 
low-income individuals gain access 

to justice, it also connects their 
experience to issues of policy and law 
reform, through group meetings and 
seminars. 


Timothy Caulfield 


In August, health law professor Timothy 
Caulfield received an award from the 
Stem Cell Network to address a need 
for recommendations on how Canada 
should respond to the challenges and 
risks posed by unregulated clinics. 


Justice Kevin Feehan & 
Thomas Rothwell 


The Hon. Kevin P. Feehan, a judge of 
the Court of Appeal of Alberta, and 
Tom Rothwell, the director of the 
Constitutional and Aboriginal Law 
Team with Alberta Justice and Solicitor 
General, are the joint recipients of 

the Pringle/Royal Sessional Teaching 
Excellence Award for 2019. 


Linda Reif 


Linda Reif, the Faculty of Law’s 
Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, 
co-authored the newest edition of 
an authoritative and widely cited 
textbook about International Law. 
Kindred’s International Law Chiefly as 
Interpreted and Applied in Canada, 9th 
edition, focuses on the experience 
and practise of International Law 
from a Canadian perspective. 

For decades, Kindred’s has been 
referenced by the Supreme Court 

of Canada and by the country’s 
lower courts. 


Feehan, 78 LLB, and Rothwell, ‘97 LLB, 
co-teach the course in Constitutional 
Litigation to upper-year law students. 
The selection committee was 
impressed by the duo’s innovative 
balance of constitutional issues in Civil 
Litigation, Criminal Law and Aboriginal 
matters; the range and amount of 
work they dedicated to an intervenor 
assignment and moot; and their 
strategic use of guest lecturers. 


Joanna Harrington 
& Cameron Jefferies 


Professor Joanna Harrington and 
Associate Professor Cameron Jefferies 
each received a 2019 Hon. Tevie H. 
Miller Teaching Excellence Award, the 
Faculty of Law's teaching prize for full- 
time faculty. Harrington was honoured 
for her real-life perspective, infused 
with insights gained from a 20-year 
career as a legal academic in an ever- 
changing field. Jefferies impressed 
the selection committee with the new 
course he developed in Oceans Law 

& Policy and for how he integrates 
unique exercises into his classes in 
Environmental Law and Oil & Gas Law. 


ALBERTA LAW REFORM INSTITUTE PROPOSES 
CHANGES TO PROVINCIAL PROPERTY LAW 


Agency recommends dispensing with law of adverse possession 


The Alberta Law Reform Institute 
(ALRI) has recommended to the 
provincial government that an 
ancient legal doctrine called 
adverse possession of land be 
abolished in Alberta. The doctrine 
allows someone who has occupied 
another person’s land to possibly 
claim ownership. 


It originally served a valid 
purpose, said Stella Varvis, legal 
counsel for ALRI, who conducted 
the main research and analysis for 
the report the institute delivered to 


the provincial government in July. 


“Once upon a time, when title 
to land was difficult to prove or 
establish, a person's claim to land 
was often rooted in possession. 
Eventually, the time for possession 
was set at 10 years,” she said. 


Now, land titles are maintained 
and guaranteed by the government 
and adverse possession is nota 
common claim in Alberta, but it 
has arisen a few times in recent 
years, to the detriment of some 


landowners. Fixing the law aligns 
with the common sense approach 
that modern Albertans generally 
feel is fair, said Varvis — that “no 
one should be able to claim your 
property without compensation 

and a person who has paid title to 
their land should be able to recover 
possession at any time.” 


ALRI requested public input into 
its “Report For Discussion” on the 
proposed change, which ended in 
October. It intends to issue a final 
report on the issue in 2020. 


INDIGENOUS LAW AND GOVERNANCE CENTRE 
AT U OF A RECEIVES FEDERAL FUNDING 


Wahkohtowin Law and Governance Lodge boosted by $135K 


In August, the federal 
government announced a $135,000 
grant for the Wahkohtowin Law and 
Governance Lodge, an innovative 
centre that provides support for 
Indigenous communities and 
organizations revitalizing their legal 
and governance traditions. 


The new funding will assist 
the development of the lodge, 
workshops and Indigenous legal 
education strategies. The grant is 
part of the federal government's 
$10-million, five-year effort 
to encourage Indigenous law 
initiatives across the country. 


“The lodge is a great example of 
an academic institution listening 
to Indigenous communities and 
organizations,” said Minister 


of Justice David Lametti. “Your 
work demonstrates what can be 
achieved by better co-ordinating 
research efforts and community 
engagement.” 


The lodge, a collaboration 
between the University of Alberta’s 
Faculties of Law and Native Studies 
that was inspired by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s Calls 
to Action as well as by community 
demand, received initial funding 
early in 2019 from the Alberta Law 
Foundation. 


In June, the Wahkohtowin Lodge 
hosted 40 community members 
and legal leaders to analyze Cree 
stories for legal principles drawn 
from the Cree legal tradition. Over 
the next two years, the lodge will 
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expand on that work as 
Indigenous communities add to a 
growing body of laws, legislation 
and agreements. 


“Respect for Indigenous law 
holds promise for communities 
marginalized by a legal system that 
fails to recognize how communities 
operate,” said Professor Hadley 
Friedland, who co-leads the 
Wahkohtowin Lodge. 


“Your ancestors have been 
solving problems and organizing 
themselves and resolving disputes 
for centuries,” Friedland said 
to members of the Aseniwuche 
Winewak Nation of Canada who 
attended the announcement. 
“That is what all law in all 
societies is about.” 
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SUPREME LAW IS AN ENTERTAINING VIDEO 
THAT EXPLAINS CANADA'S CONSTITUTION 


Co-produced by Centre for Constitutional Studies and NFB, 


project blends humour with history 


To introduce a new generation 
of Canadians to how our country’s 
Constitution was created, the 
Centre for Constitutional Studies 
teamed up with the National 
Film Board to make a snappy 
online video. 


Supreme Law is a 45-minute 
interactive production chronicling 
how Canada’s Constitution was 
repatriated during the drama-filled 
1981 constitutional conference. 


“It’s very important to understand 
what went into the making of our 
Constitution because it’s very much 
a reflection of the people we are,” 
says Patricia Paradis, 
the Centre's executive director. “It’s 
a reflection of our values and of our 
federal structure — the provinces 
and the federal government had 
bitter fights during this process. 
There were winners and losers, big 
personalities, fascinating stories.” 


The tale is told from five points 
of view by popular YouTube stars 
Jus Reign, Alayna Joy, Emma 
Bossé, the Baker Twins and 
Rachel David, who represent, 
respectively, then-Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau, Quebec, the West, 
Indigenous People and women. 


PRIME 
MINISTER 
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Trudeau’s manoeuvres, amid 
challenges from eight provinces 
that wanted to safeguard their own 
influence, produced a Canadian 
Constitution that includes the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
But getting there involved “Gangs! 
Backstabbing! Trahison! (betrayal),” 
as the video's ad libbing co-hosts 
gleefully tell it. 


The deal was sealed when a 
secret late-night meeting excluded 
Quebec Premier René Lévesque, 

a notwithstanding clause was 
added to the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, and Quebec’s proposed 
opting-out clause was dropped. 


Viewers can bounce between 
the narratives on multiple screens 
strewn with retro costumes, 1980s 
pop songs and historic video clips. 


The video had its genesis in 2011, 
when the Centre for Constitutional 
Studies held a 30th anniversary 
conference marking the 1981 
negotiations meeting. Many 
surviving participants attended and 
were interviewed for a documentary 
that was never made. So Paradis 
asked the NFB whether it was 
interested in preserving the insights 
of those participants. 


“This was an enormous and 
rare opportunity to learn about 
constitution-making from those 
who participated and negotiated the 
final deal,” she says. 


The idea eventually morphed into 
the interactive program, which is 
aimed at 16- to 24-year-olds. 


In addition to the entertaining 
video tales, the project includes 
11 “deep dives” — meticulously 
researched background essays 
reviewed by UAlberta political 
scientists Steve Patten and Linda 
Trimble, and UAlberta legal 
historian James Muir — on topics 
including Quebec’s perspective on 
what it perceived as a profound 
betrayal and the West's fight for 
more control of its resources. 
UAlberta political scientist Lois 
Harder, co-chair of the 2011 
conference, also helped with initial 
development of the project. 


“Knowing there is this wonderful 
resource — an important slice of 
our Canadian history — that exists 
in perpetuity, | hope, for Canadians 
to access, is a wonderful thing to 
have been a part of,” says Paradis. 


By THE BAKER TWINS 
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Help students build resilience and 
respond to mental health challenges 


The Michael O’Boyle Mental Health & Wellness Fund will support 
student-led mental health initiatives at the Faculty of Law. It will 
help make students aware of the challenges associated with mental 
illness, including depression, anxiety and stress in the profession, 
and help them develop strategies to reduce both their impact and 
their associated stigmas. 


Michael O’Boyle was a beloved member of the Class of 2004 who struggled with 
depression. To honour his memory, family and friends have created a fund that 
provides students with a tool kit to prevent, reduce and cope with the stresses 
and demands of life in law school and beyond. 


DONATE NOW 


Assistant Dean, Advancement 
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Assistant Director, Advancement 
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LAW ALUMNAE START DirectHer 
NETWORK TO PREPARE WOMEN 


TO JOIN BOARDS 


Chantel Cabaj and Elsa Johnson hope to raise female 
participation on Alberta boards to at least 30 per cent 


wo alumnae of the Faculty of 
Law have founded a non-profit 
organization that gives Alberta 


women the tools and support necessary 
to serve on boards of directors. 


Lawyers Chantel Cabaj and Elsa 
Johnson, both ‘12 JD, launched the 
DirectHer Network in 2019, after 
noticing many capable women fail to 
pursue leadership opportunities on 
boards because they do not completely 
understand the duties, the language and 
liabilities such a role entails. 


DirectHer then created Board 
Basics, a workshop designed to walk 
women through all the concepts 
during a simulated board meeting 
of a small organization. 


“It's a mock non-profit dance studio, 
because that’s common to the kind of 
board they might start at,” said Cabaj, 

a partner and governance advisor with 
National Growth Partners and president 
of DirectHer Network. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


“The studio runs a showcase, it brings 
in money, it has issues like a faulty HVAC 
system. It gets grant money, so there’s 
that to consider, and there's conflict 
with employees, so policies have to be 
established. It’s a real example of what 
they might face.” 


Workshop participants tackle 
each step that an actual board would 
encounter during a meeting, including 
following an agenda, reading financial 
statements, calling motions and 
engaging in discussions and votes. 


DirectHer started when Cabaj, 
Johnson and several other female 
professionals realized that not only 
were women “‘deplorably under- 
represented on boards of directors in 
Alberta, but even in our own privileged 
and highly educated female communities 
there were few women who felt truly 
qualified to go after board positions,” 
said Johnson. 


The group also realized there are few 
programs available to train for board 
positions for women who lack corporate 
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backing or some previous 
board experience. 


“We want boards to reflect the 
communities we actually live in, and that 
means it is essential that Indigenous 
women, women of colour, members of 
the LGBTQ2S+ community and women 
with a disability are sought-after and 
empowered to join boards of directors,” 
said Johnson, who assisted in developing 
the content of the workshops and is 
DirectHer’s board chair. 


According to a 2018 report by the 
Canadian Securities Administrators, 
women accounted for only 12 per cent of 
corporate boards in Alberta, up just one 
per cent since from 2017. 


Cabaj and Johnson believe it should be 
at least 30 per cent. Research on critical 
mass shows that group dynamics shift 
when about one-third of a group agrees 
with each other, says Cabaj. If a board is 
made up of only men it risks fostering 
a homogenous thought process that 
discourages questions, she says. 


DICK WILSON 


HONOURED FOR DECADES 
OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE 


TO UALBERTA 


Law alumnus thanked with 2019 Alumni Service Award 


bsolutely everyone who 
steps foot on the campus 
of the University of Alberta 


experiences the wise and wide influence 
of Dick Wilson, QC. 


Wilson, ‘74 BA, ‘75 LLB, was the 2019 
recipient of the university's Alumni 
Service Award for his extraordinary 
commitment, dedication and volunteer 
service to the university — apparent 
in plain view and behind the scenes. 
The north campus's most striking 
landmark — the Physical Activity and 
Wellness Centre (PAW), with its cone- 
shaped walls and glassed-in two storey 
climbing facility and fitness centre 
— was completed in 2015 because of 
Wilson and his wife Carol (74 BEd). 
They made a $10 million donation 
to build the Wilson Climbing Centre 
and the Hanson Fitness and Lifestyle 
Centre, in honour of Carol Wilson's 
father, Sam. 


“My father-in-law lost his father 
when he was 12 to a heart attack and 
the whole Hanson family had a history 
of hypertension, including Sam,” said 
Wilson. “Sam grew up to be a medical 
doctor and became a firm believer in 
physical activity. That’s why the PAW 
Centre resonated. It reflected a value 
that’s very dear to our families.” 


Just as healthy an influence are 
Wilson's myriad contributions to how 
UAlberta functions as one of Canada’s 
strongest universities. For more 
than 20 years his volunteer hours 
have included serving on the Alumni 
Council (including as president) and 
being an active member of the Board 
of Governors, the university's Senate, 
and Friends of U of A. Currently, he’s a 


mentor at the ThresholdImpact Venture 
Mentoring Service (VMS), assisting 
entrepreneurs who have a connection to 
the university. 


Among the scores of projects and 
background affairs in which he’s had a 
leading role are fundraising initiatives; 
search committees for the university 
president, deans and senior scholars; 
the Senate's Task Force on Student 
Engagement; the Foote Field Lounge 
project; the Quad redevelopment 
plans; and the Millennium and Alumni 
Advantage scholarships. 


“Perhaps no other volunteer has had 
a greater impact,” wrote the group of 
eminent Edmontonians who nominated 
Wilson for the Alumni Award. 


Wilson's abiding affection for the 
university took hold early. “| grew up on 
117th Street, right across the street,” 
he said. “| played on the campus as a 
kid, | went to Golden Bears and Pandas 
games. | rode my bike through campus 
on the way to Garneau School.” 


As a lawyer, Wilson practised civil 
litigation at Parlee McLaws LLP and 
its predecessor firms for 37 years, 
also serving as managing partner. 
While his career was highly satisfying, 
volunteering at the U of A amidst 
energetic, focused and fascinating 
people who brought intellectually 
stimulating problem-solving experience 
from vastly different fields, provided a 
refreshing change, he says. 


“I'm a firm believer that collective 
wisdom from a large bunch of people is 
better than the alternatives.” 
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CLASS 
NOTES 


2000s 


Koren Lightning-Earle 


The 2019 Women in Law Leadership 
Awards recognized Koren Lightning- 
Earle, ‘07 LLB, for the Tomorrow's 
Leader WILL Award. In December, she 
also became the first staff lawyer at 
the Wahkohtowin Law and Governance 
Lodge at the University of Alberta, 
working half-time while maintaining 
her own practice. 


Naomi Schmold 


Naomi Schmold, ‘05 LLB, won a 2019 
Women in Law Leadership Award 
(WILL) for Leadership in the Profession 
(In-House), in November. She is 
currently in-house legal counsel for 
Enbridge Pipelines Inc. 


Dale Wipinski 


Dale Wipinski, ‘07 LLB, who became 
the first female and youngest CEO 

and Chief Appeals Commissioner of 
the Appeals Commission for Alberta 
Workers’ Compensation in 2018, won 

a 2019 Women in Law Leadership 
Award for Leadership in the Profession 
(Government). She was also named a 
Top 40 Under 40 by Edmonton's Avenue 
magazine in November 2019. 


Monelle Sturko 


Monelle Sturko, ‘04 LLB, is the new 
president of the Edmonton Bar 
Association for 2020. A senior associate 
at Brownlee LLP where she practises 
insurance defence work, in spring 2019 
she was appointed to the Board of 
directors of the Edmonton Community 
Foundation. 


Jeremiah Kowalchuk 


Jeremiah Kowalchuk, ‘02 LLB, has been 
named managing partner of Field Law. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Tim Haney 


Tim Haney, ‘01 LLB, has been named 
managing partner of Dentons Canada 
LLP’s Calgary office. 


1990s 


Randal Carlson 


Randal Carlson, ‘98 LLB, is the new 
president of the Alumni and Friends 
of the University of Alberta Faculty 
of Law Association, succeeding co- 
presidents Leslie Paetz and Matt 
Blimke in September. 


Elizabeth J. Osler 


Elizabeth J. Osler ‘97 LLB, who 

has been CEO and executive director 
of the Law Society of Alberta since 
January 2019, won a 2019 Women in 
Law Leadership Award for Leadership 
in the Profession (Broader Roles) 

in November. 


1980s 


Brian W. Summers 


Brian W. Summers, ‘81 LLB , formerly 
a partner at Dentons Edmonton, was 
appointed as a Master in Chambers of 
the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench in 
October. Summers has been recognized 
by The Best Lawyers in Canada as 

one of Canada’s leading lawyers in 
insolvency and financial restructuring 
law from 2009 - 2020, and received a 


Distinguished BV Peer Review Rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell. He also 
volunteered extensively, with the 
Edmonton Community Legal Centre, 
including as a director and chair of its 
board, and with the Civil Claims Duty 
Counsel project in the Provincial Court 
of Alberta, and the Amicus program at 
the Court of Queen’s Bench. 


Darlene Scott 


Darlene Scott, QC, ‘84 LLB, a partner 
at Denton’s Edmonton, is the president- 
elect 2020-2021 for the Law Society 

of Alberta. 


Kent H. Davidson 


Kent H. Davidson, ‘82 LLB, a former 
chair of Miller Thomson, has been 
appointed Justice of the Court of 
Queen's Bench of Alberta and a 
Judge ex officio of the Court of Appeal 
of Alberta. 


Kevin Feth, QC 


Kevin Feth, QC, ‘89 LLB, a former 
partner in Field Law, Edmonton, has 
been appointed Justice of the Court of 
Queen's Bench of Alberta. 


1970s 


Kenneth G. Nielsen 

Justice Kenneth G. Nielson, ‘77 LLB, 

has been elevated to Associate Chief 

Justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
of Alberta. 


Above: A new display of Indigneous art on display in the J.A. Weir Memorial Law 
Library is on loan from retired Federal Court of Canada Justice Leonard S. (Tony) 
Mandamin, ‘82 LLB. It includes a lithograph of Elder Dan MacLean, who gave 
evidence in the landmark Supreme Court of Canada case, R v Badger (1996) that 
confirmed the continued existence of Indian treaty rights. 
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PHILANTHROPIST, 
LAWYER, EDUCATOR, 


ADVOCATE 


Chancellor Douglas R Stollery’s exceptional 
service has greatly benefited UAlberta Law 


ouglas R. Stollery’s four-year 
term as chancellor of the 
University of Alberta ends 


in June 2020, but his remarkable 
leadership has been an asset to the 
university and to the Faculty of Law 
for decades. 


Stollery, ‘76 LLB, has known the 
Faculty at all levels — as a student, a 
lecturer, a member of the Faculty of Law 
Advisory Committee, and as a director of 
the Alberta Law Reform Institute. 


His generosity has firmly supported 
UAlberta Law students’ experiential 
learning through financial sponsorship 
of the Wilson Moot since 2014. It 
promotes students’ exploration of legal 
issues regarding women and minorities 
and encourages students to understand 
social justice issues, values that strongly 
align with Stollery’s own advocacy work. 
The Faculty’s competitive moot program 


is a significant milestone in law students’ 


education, and Stollery’s support allows 
students to refine their advocacy skills. 


“lam so proud of the work of our 
Wilson moot teams,” says Stollery. 
“Our students continually demonstrate 
not only strong advocacy skills but 
also a keen commitment to social 
justice issues.” 


Currently serving as the University 
of Alberta’s 21st chancellor, Stollery 
has tirelessly dedicated his career 
to bettering the community. In the 
volunteer position of chancellor, he is 
the honorary head of the university, 
the chair of the university Senate and 


a member of its 

board of governors. 
He presides over 
convocation to 

confer all degrees, 
and he represents 

the university at 
ceremonial occasions. 


His commitment 
to human rights 
and social justice 
cannot be overstated. 
During his law career, 
Stollery’s pro bono work included Vriend 
vs. Alberta, a monumental human 
rights decision at the Supreme Court 
of Canada that is considered one of the 
Top 10 Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms decisions. The case led to the 
amendment of Alberta's human rights 
legislation to include sexual orientation 
as a protected class. 


Stollery was a practising lawyer 
for more than 30 years, specializing 
in Construction Law, Corporate and 
Commercial Law, and Constitutional 
Law with Reynolds Mirth Richards & 
Farmer LLP. He also served as director 
of the Legal Education Society of Alberta 
and the president of the Alberta branch 
of the Canadian Bar Association. From 
2006 to 2013, he was general counsel 
with PCL Constructors Inc. 


Appointed as Queen’s Counsel in 1994, 
Stollery’s exceptional achievements have 
earned him numerous recognitions, 
including a lifetime achievement award 
from the Canadian General Counsel 
Association, a distinguished alumni 
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award from the University of Alberta, 
and a distinguished citizen award 
and honorary degree from MacEwan 
University. 


Philanthropy is a cornerstone of 
Stollery’s commitment to the wider 
community. He is president of the 
Stollery Charitable Foundation, 
dedicated to helping communities, 
families, and individuals flourish and 
overcome barriers. He also serves as 
director of CARE Canada, a charitable 
organization that economically 
empowers women and girls, and 
as a director of The Stephen Lewis 
Foundation, which supports individuals 
impacted by the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
in Africa. 


“| am forever grateful to the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Alberta for 
providing me with the foundational 
knowledge, skills and values that have 
enabled me to pursue my career and my 
interests in the community.” 


— By Sarah Kent 
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IN MEMORIAM 


The Hon. 
John Agrios 
The Honourable John Agrios, a 
former justice of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench of Alberta died on September 
12, 2019, a few weeks short of his 87th 
birthday. Justice Agrios, ‘56 LLB, spent 


28 years on the bench, and was known 
as an innovator for his ability to simplify 


The Hon. 
Walder 
White 


The Hon. 
Robert 
Wilkins 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


judicial procedures. He helped create 
mediation and mini-trial procedures 
for the Court, a beneficial tool that 

was implemented in Alberta in the 
early 1990s and later adopted by both 
national and international jurisdictions. 
He was one of the four founding 
members of the Alumni & Friends of 
the Faculty of Law at the University 

of Alberta. 


John Andrew Agrios was born on 
October 30, 1932. He practised with 
Edmonton law firm Emery Jamieson. 
During his distinguished career, he 
was named the Alberta representative 
of the Canadian Bar Association's 


Walder G. W. White died on 
September 21, 2091. Born in 1934, in 
Edmonton, he grew up in Garneau, 
attended University High School, and 
earned his law degree at the University 
of Alberta in 1959. After law school he 
joined his father's law firm. In 1975. 
White became a judge in the Family 
and Juvenile Court of Alberta where 


Robert (Bob) James Wilkins, died on 
November 9, 2019. A native of Brandon, 
Man., he obtained his law degree from 
the University of Alberta in 1968 and 
joined Walsh & Company, where he 
practiced for 35 years. In 2003, he was 
appointed to the Provincial Court of 
Alberta and was soon elevated to the 
role of Assistant Chief Judge. Wilkins 


always conducted himself with integrity, 
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special committee to review Canada’s 
Constitution. He was appointed to the 
Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta in 
1980 and served until 2008. In 2002, 
he was awarded a Queen Elizabeth II 
Golden Jubilee Medal for his volunteer 
and philanthropic services. He is 
survived by his wife, Ruth; daughter 
Elaine (Brian Monaghan); son Andrew 
and daughter-in-law Jenafor; and four 
grandchildren, Aidan, Lily, Connor and 
Owen Monaghan, as well as his brother, 
Jack, his in-laws, nieces and nephews 
and their families. 


he was later appointed Assistant Chief 
Judge, a position he held until his 
retirement. He is survived by his wife 
of 62 years, Nancy; and his daughters, 
Margot (Dave) Hervieux, Lorie (Robert) 
White, and Joanne White; as well as his 
grandchildren, Sarah (Devin), Suzanne, 
Natalie (Brooklin) and Marc Hervieux. 


loyalty, generosity, and compassion. He 
brought an incredible sense of humor 
to all aspects of life. His laughter was 
contagious and will never be forgotten. 
He is survived by his wife of 24 years, 
Judy Bachmann; his sons, Kristoffer 
(Mandy), Jeffrey (Kiera), Jay (Lauren); 
his Siblings, Don (Jeff), Marilyn (Kim); 
and his grandson Major. 
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SMALL FIRM 
CAREER DAY 


” TUESDAYSRPEBRUARY 25 
_ LAW CENTRE, SECOND FLOOR 


We invite employers who ..™ ¢ 
practise In a small- 

setting to meet and mingle 

with our students. 
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REGISTER NOW 


lawcsafdualberta.ca 
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MAKE YOUR GIFT COUNT 


To make a gift in support of the University of Alberta Faculty of Law, please contact: 


John MacDonald, Assistant Dean, Advancement Gillian Reid, Assistant Director,Advancement 
780-492-6691 or john.macdonald@ualberta.ca 780-492-5573 or gillian.reid@ualberta.ca 


DONATE ONLINE ualberta.ca/law/make-a-gift 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
Law Centre 
Edmonton Alberta T6G 2H5 Canada 
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